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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON BRAZIL 

1 . POLITICAL COUNSELOR WAS CONVOKED TO FOREIGN MINISTRY JANUARY 24 
BY COUNSELOR RONALDO MOTA SARDENBERG, NEW SPECIAL ADVISER 

TO FOREIGN MINISTER FOR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS IN 
BIT TATFRIAL AREA. IN FRIENDLY CONVERSATION WHICH SARDENBERG 
CHARACTERIZED AS "INFORMAL”, LATTER SAID IT HAD COME TO HIS 
ATTENTION THAT ONE MATTER OUTSTANDING IN HIS PREDECESSOR S 
FILES CONCERNED UNANSWERED REQUEST TO EMBASSY BY CHIEF OF 
FONMIN'S NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICAN 

DIVISION FOR WRITTEN CONFIRMATION OF MESSAGE RE CONSEQUENCES 
TO BRAZIL OF NON-SUBMISSION OF SECTION 502(B) HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT CONVEYED ORALLY TO LATTER BY POLCOUNS ON DECEMBER 
9, 1977 (BRASILIA 77 10185). 

2. POLCOUNS TOLD SARDENBERG IT IS EMBASSY'S UNDERSTANDING 
THAT DELAY IN DEPARTMENT S RESPONSE TO EMBASSY'S REQUEST 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE WRITTEN CONFIRMATION HAS BEEN CAUSED BY 
FACT DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN UNDERTAKING REVIEW OF LEGISLATION 
GOVERNING VARIOUS "ASSISTANCE" AREAS TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
CONTINUED PARTICIPATION BY ANY COUNTRY IN ONE OR ANOTHER USG 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRASIL 00637 262141Z 

PROGRAM WOULD REQUIRE SUBMISSION TO THE CONGRESS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT ON SUCH COUNTRY. 

(COMMENT: WE HAVE IN MIND, OF COURSE, ONGOING REVIEW OF LEGISLATION 
GOVERNING OPIC IN ABSENCE OF DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE TO 
BRASILIS 529.) 

3. SARDENBERG ASKED THAT EVENTUAL AIDE-MEMOIRE PROVIDE AS MUCH 
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DETAILED INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE AS TO EXACT CONSEQUENCES OF 
NON-SUBMISSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON BOTH SECURITY AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE, BOTH OF WHICH HAD BEEN MENTIONED 
IN POLCOUNS ORIGINAL PRESENTATION. WE SUPPORT THIS REQUEST AND 
THUS ASK THAT THE DEPARTMENT REDRAFT PROPOSED AIDE-MEMOIRE 
TRANSMITTED 77 STATE 10185 ACCORDINGLY. 

4. IN THIS CONNECTION, EMBASSY NOTES THAT STATE 18330 ADVISES 

THAT HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS ON COUNTRIES PROPOSED FOR OR RECEIVING 
SECURITY AND BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AS SPECIFIED IN 77 
STATE 282352 ARE TO BE SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS BY JANUARY 31. 

BRAZIL IS NOT REPEAT NOT INCLUDED AMONG COUNTRIES LISTED. 

HOWEVER, WE ARE FACED WITH POSSIBILITY THAT A HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT MAY BE SUBMITTED ON BRAZIL IN CONNECTION WITH ITS 
PARTICIPATION IN OPIC PROGRAM. IF SUCH A REPORT IS TO BE SUBMITTED 
IN THAT CONNECTION, WE STRONGLY REITERATE OUR BELIEF STATED IN 
BRASILIA 529 THAT GOB SHOULD BE NOTIFIED SUFFICIENTLY IN ADVANCE 
SO AS TO PERMIT IT TO EXERCISE ITS OPTIONS VIS-A-VIS 
CONTINUED OPIC PARTICIPATION. IF THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE, WE 
WOULD THEN WISH TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OFFER IN STATE 18330 
AND REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT PROVIDE COPY OF FINAL APPROVED TEXT 
TO BRAZILIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON WITH APPROPRIATE EXPLANATION 
AS TO LEGAL BASIS FOR REQUIREMENT FOR SUBMISSION OF REPORT. 
DEPARTMENT IS BEING INFORMED VIA SEPTEL OF INQUIRIES 
THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE TO EMBASSY BY US COMPANIES AS TO 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM CONCERNING OPIC COVERAGE OF US INVESTMENTS 
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IN BRAZIL. 

5. IF THERE IS TO BE NO ADVANCE WARNING TO GOB, EMBASSY WOULD 
PREFER DEPARTMENT PROVIDE COPY TO GOB IN WASHINGTON FOR TWO 
PRINCIPAL REASONS: A) DEPARTMENT WILL BE BETTER ABLE TO EXPLAIN 
BACKGROUND OF AND REASONS FOR ACTION, AND 

B ) AS THE DEPARTMENT IS WELL AWARE, AT TIME EMBASSY ON DEPARTMENT'S 
INSTRUCTION CONVEYED TO GOB MESSAGE THAT DEPARTMENT DOES NOT 
INTEND TO SUBMIT HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON BRAZIL FOR SECURITY 
OR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PURPOSES, EMBASSY WAS NEITHER 
REQUESTED NOR AUTHORIZED TO CONVEY CAVEAT CONCERNING POSSIBLE 
REQUIREMENT FOR REPORT FOR PURPOSES OF CONTINUED OPIC PARTICIPATION 
(SEE PARA 6 OFF 77 STATE 288192). EMBASSY WOULD THUS BE IN 
VERY EMBARRASSING POSITION OF, IN GOB EYES, HAVING TWICE PASSED 
UP OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY MESSAGE CONCERNING OPIC: FIRST, ON 
DECEMBER 9 IN RESPONSE TO 77 STATE 288192, AND SECOND, DURING 
JANUARY 24 MEETING WITH SARDENBERG DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

CRIMMINS 
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